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gesture of unity with the depressed classes, demanded faci-
lities for guiding, from inside the jail, the anti-untouchability
movement which he had made his sole concern after his fast
of September 1932. After about a week of fasting, the
Government released him unconditionally.
In 1932 he warned the then Secretary of State for India
that the Government terrorism had crossed the legitimate -
bounds and was brutalizing and demoralizing the officials, that
this alarming state of affairs was agitating his fundamental
being and that as a protest he might, if there was a call from
within, sacrifice himself by fasting to a finish.102 Soon after this
warning Gandhiji threw himself into the movement for the
removal of untouchability and the ordeal of fasting to a finish
was avoided.
His twenty-one days' "fast according to capacity"103 in the
Aga Khan's palace at Poona in 1943 was Gandhiji's protest
against the attitude of the British Government in India and "an
appeal to the highest tribunal" for justice which he had failed
to secure from the Government. The Government held the
Congress, and particularly Gandhiji, responsible for the cam-
paign of violence and revolutionary activity which broke out in
India on August 9, 1942, But the charges were never proved
before an impartial tribunal. Gandhiji laid the whole blame for
these happenings at the door of the Government whose tyran-
nical policy drove the people to the point of madness. He invited
the Government to convince him that he was wrong and he
would make adequate amends. He also pleaded with them to
end the political impasse. The Government would do neither. In
fact, the Viceroy went to the length of imputing to him the
cowardly motive of attempting to find, by means of the fast,
"an easy way out". This condemnation without trial made him
a helpless witness to what was going on in the country including
the privations of millions owing to the universal scarcity
102 His letter,  dated the Yeravda Central Prison,  March  11,   1932,
reproduced in full in History of the Congress, pp. 908-12.
103  Gandhiji called it "a fast according to capacity" because instead of
taking water with salts which he usually did during his fasts and which his
system refused those days, he decided to add juices of citrus fruit to make
the water drinkable. For his wish was not to fast unto death but to survive
the ordeal. See Gandhiji's Correspondence with the Government, p. 40.